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SPIRITAN
NEWS
CONGREGAZIONE DELLO SPIRITO SANTO -

CLIVO DI CINNA, 195 -

00136 ROMA

Death of two former Superiors General
Within the space of six weeks recently, the Congregation lost two former Superiors General: Fr.
Joseph Lecuyer, who had guided it through the changes of the postconciliar years, and Fr. Francis Griffin, who had governed it for the 12 years preceding the Council - the period of the Congregation's
greatest numerical growth. As we pay tribute to them and remember them in our prayers, we should
not forget to pray too that Archbishop Lefebvre, the only former Superior General now left, may soon
return to full unity with the Holy See.

Fr. Francis Griffin
Fr. Francis Griffin, who
was Superior General from
1950-62, died, of a heart attack, at Rockwell College in
Ireland on 6 September, 10
days before his 90th birthday. (His last surviving sister had died just a few days
before.) He was buried at
Rockwell on 8 September,
the 71 st anniversary of his
profession, with Fr. General
presiding and giving the
homily at a Mass concelebrated by more than 100
confreres. The President of
Ireland, Dr. Patrick Hillery,
himself a past-student of
Rockwell, expressed his regret that he could not be
present because of a scheduled visit to Japan.
Fr. Griffin was born at Kilmurry, Co. Clare, Ireland, on 16
Sept. 1893. He did his secondary studies at Rockwell and
entered the novitiate at Kimmage in 1911 . It was the first
year that the novitiate was done in Ireland, and among his
fellow novices were the future Archbishops Heerey of Onitsha and Leen of Mauritius. After profession he attended
University College, Dublin, for a year and was a prefect at
Blackrock College from 1913-16 (eventful years in the history of Ireland, leading to the Easter Rising in 1916). He
then studied philosophy and theology in Fribourg, where he
was ordained in 1920 and obtained a licentiate in theology,
'summa cum laude ·, the following year. He was later
awarded honorary doctorates from Duquesne University and
the National University of Ireland.
He taught moral theology in Ireland and was dean of discipline at Rockwell College before seeing his desire to work
in Africa realized in 1926, with his appointment to the Vicariate of Kilimanjaro. There he worked at Arusha for two
years and then at Kilema, becoming Vicar General of Bishop
Gogarty and then Apostolic Administrator of the Vjcariate
after Bishop Gog arty' s death in 1931. In 1933, Bishop
Byrne was appointed as the new Vicar Apostolic, and Fr.
Griffin was called to Paris to replace him on the General
Council. The Mother House at Rue Lhomond thus became
his home for the next 29 years - 17 of them as General
Councillor and 12 as Superior General : the 1938 General
Chapter reelected him to the Council and the 1950 Chapter
elected him Superior General.
During the 12 years of his term of office the Congregation's membership grew from 4,387 to 5,084. Missionary

activity made great advances and local Churches grew rapidly, especially in Africa . While priority was given to building up a local diocesan clergy, the foundations were also laid
for African Spiritan vocations in Nigeria and other countries.
When Fr. Griffin's term of office came to an end in 1962
(the year the Vatican Council opened), he could have retired
to a well-earned rest but instead he joined the staff of Rockwell College and, in spite of failing eyesight, continued to
teach part-time until he was over 85. In his later years, as
throughout his life, he was a deeply spiritual priest, attached
to the traditions of the Congregation, with a simplicity and
forthrightness that had no time for pomp or pretence . He
was an active and much appreciated member of the community until the end.

Fr. Joseph Lecuyer
Fr. Joseph Lecuyer, who
was Superior General of the
Congregation from 196874, died at Chevilly on 27
July at the age of 70. In
July 1982 he had had to undergo major surgery for cancer but had recovered sufficiently to take up his activities again at the French
Seminary in Rome. When
he left Rome in June this
year, however, it was clear
that he did not have much
longer to live. He bore his
last sufferings with the serenity and good humour that
had marked his whole life.
His funeral was held at Chevilly on 29 July with Fr. General presiding and several present and former General Assistants taking part. Fr. General spoke at the beginning of the
Mass; Fr. Maurice Frechard, Rector of the French Seminary,
gave the homily; Fr. Pierre Haas, Provincial of France, delivered the eulogy; and tribute was paid on behalf of the
French episcopate by Bishop Wicquart of Coutances and
Bishop Boussard of Vannes.
Fr. Lecuyer was born on 14 August 1912 at Kerfourn, in
Brittany. Two members of his family had already become
Spiritans before him: his great-grand-uncle Mgr. Le Barre,
second Vicar Apostolic of Gabon, and his uncle Fr. Valy,
superior of Langonnet. He entered the novitiate in 1929 and
after his profession was sent to the French Seminary in
Rome, where he obtained doctorates in philosophy and the-

ology at the Gregorian University. He was ordained at Langannet in 1936. During the War he taught theology in
France ( 1940-45) and then returned to Rome as a director at
the French Seminary ( 1945-62). From 1962-66 he was the
Congregation's Procurator to the Holy See, and in 1968 he
was elected Superior General. At the end of his term in
197 4 he returned to the French Seminary as spiritual director.
Before being elected Superior General, Fr. Lecuyer had
made his mark as one of the important theologians of Vatican II. Pope John XXIII had named him to three of the preconciliar commissions, he was a · peritus · at all the sessions
of the Council, and after the Council he was on the .Liturgical
• Consilium · and was a consultant to the Sacred Congregations for Rites, the Doctrine of the 'Faith, and the Evangelization of Peoples. He was considered an authority particularly
on the theology of the priesthood and helped draw up the
final text of the Council decree Presbyterorum Ordinis.
Apart from numerous articles, his published books included:
Abraham our Father; Priests of Christ; The Priesthood in the
Mystery of Christ; The Sacrifice of the New Alliance; Studies on Episcopal Collegiality; and The Sacrament of Ordination.
Fr. Lecuyer also taught at the Lateran and Gregorian Universities, the Sant' Anselmo Faculty of Liturgy and the Pontifical Institute · Regina Mundi •. He was by no means merely a
scholar, however, and for many years he played an active
part in the Italian lay movement · Rinascita Cristiana ' .

As Superior General he guided the Congregation through
a difficult period and extended its work to several new territories: Ghana, Zambia, Malawi, Ethiopia, Papua New Guinea
and Australia. Even before his election he had had occasion
to visit North Africa, Cameroon and Centrafrica, and as General he visited most of our missions.
After 1974 he headed the Spiritan Studies Group and in
this capacity published a good deal of research on Frs . Poullart des Places, Libermann and Laval. With his death the
Congregation has lost a leader, an exemplary priest, an internationally recognized theologian and an expert on our Spiritan sources.

Centenary of Church in the Congo
The main feature in this issue was to have been
the Centenary of the Church in the Congo, which
was celebrated there in July and August with ceremonies commemorating the arrival of the first Spiritans under Mgr. Augouard in 1883. Because of
the death of two former Superiors General, we have
had to postpone this article until the next issue.

News Items
Decisions of the General Council
The General Council
• on 16 May, erected a novitiate for the Brazilian Foundation
at Ceilandia, near Brasilia (it will open on 2 Feb. 1984);
• on 31 May, approved the decision of the Provincial Council
of Ireland to buy a property at Milltown, Dublin, to serve as
the Provincial House (its address is: Holy Ghost Provincialate, Temple Park, Richmond Avenue South, DUBLIN 6 Telephone 977230);
• on 31 May, changed the first appointments of Frs. Noel
KILGARRIFF and Maurice KIELY, of the Province of Ireland .
Fr. Kilgarriff is now appointed to Sierra Leone and Fr. Kiely
temporarily to Ireland;
• on 11 June, changed the first appointment of Fr. Sylvester
IGBOANYIKA from Nigeria East to Zimbabwe (Diocese of
Mature);
• on 18 June, appointed Fr. Michel PICARD, of the Province
of France, as Director of the Archconfraternity of the Holy
Spirit;
• on 5 July, confirmed the election of Fr. Klaus VELSINGER
as Principal Superior of the District of Brazil South for a second three-year term, beginning on 17 Sept.;
• on 13 July, confirmed the election of Fr. Joseph WOLLENSCHNEIDER as Principal Superior of the District of Congo
for a second three-year term, beginning on 20 Oct.;
• on 14 Sept., appointed Fr. Victor CABEZAS YANEZ as
Provincial Superior of Spain for a three-year term, beginning
on 1 Jan. 1984.

Meeting of Major Superiors in Rome
Eight Spiritan Major Superiors, most of them recently
elected or appointed, met at the Generalate in Rome from
9-11 May to get to know each other and the Generalate
:ream. (A similar meeting for 16 other recently named Superiors is scheduled for 26-28 Sept.). Those taking part
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From left: Frs. Mathis, van Rooij, Duriies Barbosa, McCarthy,
Wollenschneider, Fischer, Gordijn, Friery.

were four Provincials: Frs. Michael McCarthy (Ireland), Manuel Duraes Barbosa (Portugal), Bernard Mathis (Switzerland)
and Thomas Friery (England); and four District Superiors:
Frs. Joseph Wollenschneider (Congo), Lucien Fischer (Gabon). Jacobus Gordijn (Bagamoyo) and Antonius van Rooij
(Brazil Central).
In the meetings with the General Council each Superior
gave a presentation on his Province or District, and Fr. General outlined the Council's thinking. Some points emerging
from these presentations were then selected for discussion,
e.g. community, priorities, formation, Brothers, Foundations,
and older confreres. The Superiors also had the opportunity
to visit the various departments of the General Administration and meet the personnel involved.

Generalate Community
Visitors to the Generalate in the past 12 years will remember Giovanni (Bordonali), the • agrege • who worked

part-time at the telephone . Giovanni died on 25 August,
apparently of a heart attack during his sleep, two weeks
before his 40th birthday. He had suffered for many years
from a progressive paralysing illness, which he bore with
great courage.

dation, the University's current $20-million fund-raising campaign, launched by its President, Fr. Donald Nesti, C.S.Sp.,
has already reached $15 million at the half-way stage of the
five-year program . The University, which celebrated its centenary in 1978, has an enrolment of over 6,000.

Spiritan Seminar at Gentinnes

Nigeria

The Spiritan Centre for Research and Animation held a
one-month seminar at Gentinnes, Belgium, in August, in
which a dozen confreres from as many countries participated, along with Frs. Alphonse Gilbert and Myles Fay,
director and secretary of the Centre. A Spiritan Sister also
took part, and other confreres joined the group occasionally.
Each of the four weeks had its own theme for reflection,
namely: Consecration and Mission ; Religious Life and Community; Spiritan Spirituality; and Apostolate . A detailed report will be appearing in the Centre's next issue of Spiritans
Today.

For the first time in the history of the Province there was
a general assembly of the priests, brothers and scholastics
this year - for a seminar on Missiology and Spiritan Spirituality, held at the house of philosophy, lsienu, from 5-8 April.
(The Province numbers 71 priests, 5 brothers and 67 scholastics.)

France
The 'foyer ' at Colmar for aspirants to the Congregation
who are still doing their secondary studies was closed this
summer after ten years of existence, and all aspirants in
eastern France will now do their studies in Strasbourg,
where the new director is Fr. Louis Guth, who had founded
the Colmar 'foyer ' with Fr. Armand Burghard. There are
now only two ·foyers' for secondary students - in Strasbourg and Valence . For the past few years there have been
an average of eight students at Valence, seven at Strasbourg and five at Colmar.

Germany
The • Libermannhaus' at Knechtsteden has been functioning for five years now and has welcomed 1, 7 50 groups
totalling 41,000 people, who have come for retreats and
days of recollection and missionary awareness . Easter,
Pentecost and the ·Oktoberfest · are the high points of the
year, and some 300 young people from 17 countries took
part in the three-day Festival of the Nations at Pentecost this
year.
The emphasis is very much on the missions, and the
• Missionar auf Zeit • (' missionary for a time') movement has
grown up, in which young people come to share the life of
the community for a while and do voluntary work for the
missions. About 90 have taken part in this program and
some of them have gone to work for a time in South America and Africa. The missionary emphasis has been helped
by the presence in the past year of two African Spiritans
(Frs. Edmond Ndzana from Cameroon and Godfrey Odigbo
from Nigeria) who have been working in the animating team
with Frs . Breidenbach , Marzinkowski and Merkel. (The team
lost one of its most active members last year with the sudden death of Fr. Waste at the age of 50.)
The Province has decided to open its own senior scholasticate once more (last year there were four scholastics
studying in separate places). The scholasticate will be in a
house near the SVD seminary at St. Augustin (Bonn), where
the scholastics will attend classes. Fr. Breidenbach has
been named director.

USA East
Duquesne University received an unexpected boost in
July with a bequest of $15 million from the late Noble
J. Dick's estate. Mr. Dick, who died on 12 June at the age
of 83 and who was neither a Catholic nor a graduate of
Duquesne, had been a friend of the Holy Ghost Fathers in
Pittsburgh for several years and admired the work of the
University. It was his construction firm that had built the
Mellon Hall of Science at Duquesne in 1968. Previous donations from Mr. Dick to the University had totalled some $5
million. The new bequest is for the setting up of the Noble
J . Dick Educational Foundation for "academic purposes and
faculty enhancement" at Duquesne. Apart from this Faun-

Six speakers (all Spiritans and three of them from outside
the Province) presented papers . Fr . Willie Jenkinson (Rome)
spoke on ' Where is Mission Today?' and 'Mission of the
Future·. Fr. Johann Henschel (Germany) spoke on the missionary situation in South Africa . Fr. Vin Griffin (Makurdi)
spoke on · Libermann and his Meaning of Sacrifice·. Fr.
Eugene Uzukwu spoke on African Hospitality. Fr. Luke
Mbefo spoke on the Initial Missionary Dynamism of the
Church. And Fr. Francis Akwue spoke on African Spiritan
Spirituality. These papers were followed by lively discussion, and the strong feeling of brotherhood that marked the
seminar made it a memorable event for the Province .

East African Foundation
Fr. Daniel Macha, the first locally born Superior of the
Foundation, took up his duties on 1 July. For the previous
six years he had been working in the Diocese of Livingstone,
Zambia. On 6 July he presided at the profession ceremony
at Magamba of 10 of last year 's 11 novices (the 11th
started the year late) . Nine new novices replaced them,
under Fr. Cothrai Gogan, who takes over from Fr. Patrick
Ryan as novice master. The novitiate is done after philosophy. At present the Foundation numbers 28 aspirants (at
Usa River), 16 philosophers, 9 novices and 27 theologians
(at Langata, Nairobi), as well as 14 Fathers and a Brother.

Martinique
The former Archbishop of Fort-de-France, Mgr. Henri
Varin de la Bruneliere, died in Martinique on 24 July at the
age of 82 . Born in Normandy in 1900, he entered the novitiate in 1919 and was ordained at Chevilly in 1925. The following year he went to Martinique, where he worked in several parishes before his appointment as Bishop of Martinique
in 1941 . It was a difficult period in the island, with supporters of Petain and De Gaulle confronting each other, and his
skill in handling the situation won him many admirers. After
the war he embarked on a building program in the parishes
and promoted local vocations. In 1967 he became Archbishop of Fort-de-France, but resigned in 1972 to make way
for a local Archbishop . He spent the remaining 11 years of
his life as parish priest of La Regale, where he was buried
after a funeral service in the cathedral of Fort-de-France.

Indian Ocean Foundation
The Indian Ocean Foundation held its first profession in
the church of Saint-Gilles-les-Hauts, Reunion, on 11 August,
when Fr. Joseph Gross, First Assistant General, received the
vows of the five novices: Jocelyn Gregoire, Patrick Julie and
Jean-Noel Pierre from Mauritius, and Placide Malo and Wenceslas Pierrot from Madagascar. Bishop Aubry of Reunion
presided at the concelebrated Mass, in which the three Major Superiors of the region also took part, having held their
regional meeting in Reunion for the three days before . After
a holiday with their families, the five newly professed Spiritans travelled to England in mid-September to begin their
theology at the London Missionary Institute. They were
accompanied by their former assistant novice master, Fr.
Denis Wiehe, who will stay there for two or three months
before returning to Mauritius as coordinator of the Foundation . As there is no novitiate this year, the novice master,
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Spiritan Sisters
elect new Superior General

Fr. Gross (left), Fr. Jaquard and the first five professed members of the Indian Ocean Foundation.

Fr. Jean-Claude Jaquard, returned to his former mission in
Madagascar. Fr. Brian Fulton, director of theologians in London, visited the Indian Ocean islands this summer and met
the families of the young men.

The Spiritan Sisters have elected Sister Paulette
Fourre as Superior General, to succeed Sister Hildegarde Cordewener. Sisters Jacqueline Lemaire,
Anita Disier, Josefa-Maria Fernandes and Solange
Gasnier were elected as General Assistants.
The election took place on 20 July, during the
General Chapter held at Arras, France, from 3-31
July with some 50 delegates from 15 countries taking part.
Sister Paulette, a Breton, was professed in
1961 . She is a trained nurse who has worked for
many years in Cameroon at the hospital of Abong
Mbang. She was elected Principal Superior of Cameroon in 1 977.
The Spiritan Sisters are well known in our
French-. Dutch- and Portuguese-speaking Provinces and Districts but are less well known in the
English-speaking part of the Congregation. They
were founded at Farschwiller, France, in 1921 by
Sister Eugenie Caps. assisted by Archbishop Le
Roy, Superior General of the Holy Ghost Congregation. They number some 430 at present and have
missions in Africa, South America and the West
Indies. They look to the Ven. Libermann for their
religious and missionary inspiration.

New Spiritan Record for Marathon
Last year we congratulated Fr. Bill Headley, Provincial of
USA/E, on running the marathon (26 miles) in 3 hrs. 29
mins. 12 secs. and asked if any Spiritan had done better. A
new Spiritan mark has been set this year: in the Metz marathon on 27 March, Brother Joseph Rossignol of Neufgrange
turned in a time of 3:05:30. In the same marathon in 1981
he had done 3:47:22 and in 1982 3:22:36. Congratulations
to Brother Joseph, aged 4 1, who has set a standard that will
be hard to beat.

Book News
Fr. Henry Koren's most recent book on Spiritan history
was published in June: A Spiritan Who Was Who, in North
America and Trinidad, 1732-1981. The first Spiritan missionary, Fr. Frison de la Mathe, went to Canada in 1732, and
the book gives short biographies of the more than 1,100
Spiritans who have worked in North America in the 250
years since then. It is a hard-cover, 450-page volume and
may be ordered from Duquesne University Press (600
Forbes Avenue, Pittsburgh, Pa 15282, USA). The price is
$27 .50 for a single copy (postage included), but for orders
of two or more copies the price per copy is $22.00. All
orders must be prepaid .
Fr. Koren's general history of the Congregation, To the
Ends of the Earth, which was published in January, has been
well received and the English edition has already had to be
reprinted. Copies may be ordered from the USA/E Provincialate, 6230 Brush Run Rd ., Bethel Park, Pa 15102, USA price (to be prepaid) $15 domestic, $16 international.
The Anthonian, a quarterly magazine of the Third Order
of St. Francis, devoted its entire- first issue of 1983 to Fr.
Libermann, who incidentally was a member of the Third
Order of St. Francis - 30 pages, with 34 illustrations.
100,000 copies were distributed to its readers. It-was published by St. Anthony's Guild, P.O. Box 2948, Paterson,
New Jersey 07509, USA. The price of individual copies is
25 cents.

Six thousand copies of the new French album on the Congregation, Aussi loin que porte ton regard, have already
been sold. It is available at 30 Rue Lhomond, 75005 Paris,
for 65 F.

Fr. Alphonse Gilbert's book on Fr. Libermann, You have
laid your hand on me, has just come out in an English translation. Copies are available from the Generalate at $2 .00
(surface mail included).

Jubilarians
60 Years of Profession:
1 Nov. : Frs Eugene ANDLAUER (Canada), Felix BOISSET
(France), Alban LE DANTEC (Martinique) and Antoine RITTER (Reunion) .
16 Dec. : Br. Gabriel FARRELL (Ireland).

Our Dead
10
16
19
23
23
25

June
June
June
June
June
June

10
12
13
13
13
15
24

July
July
July
July
July
July
July

25 July
27 July
3
5
9
11
25
1
3
6

Aug.
Aug.
Aug.
Aug .
Aug.
Sept.
Sept.
Sept.

11 Sept.
17 Sept.

: Fr. Jean LAURENT (Martinique}, 74.
: Br. Alphonse QUEMENEUR (France), 83.
: Fr. Laurent WOLFF (France}, 77.
: Fr. Antoine BERINGER (Germany), 61.
: Fr. Roger LECLERC (France}, 64.
: Fr. Edmund BURKE (Ireland), 78 (on the very day
of the 50th anniversary of his ordination).
: Fr. Charles MASSEREY (Switzerland), 69.
: Fr. Ernest OZANNE (France), 69.
: Fr. Francis MILLS (Ireland}, 73.
: Fr. Jean-Baptiste SIMON (France), 78.
: Fr. Hubertus ZEGERS (Doume), 75.
: Fr. Irwin IBRAHIM (Trinidad}, 59.
: Mgr. Henri VARIN de la BRUNELIERE, former
Archbishop of Fort-de-France (Martinique), 82 .
: Br. Gervais VIOLLAND (France}, 80.
: Fr. Joseph LECUYER, former Superior General,
(French Seminary), 70.
: Fr. Paul-Yvan BELISLE (Canada), 55.
: Fr. Edward J. WOLFE (Puerto Rico), 68.
: Br. Agostinho ALVES TRINDADE (Angola), 88 .
: Fr. Gerhard GRAMS (USA/E), 68 .
: Br. Martin BORSCHBACH (Germany}, 58.
: Fr. Adrianu§l SLEUTJES (Bagamoyo), 70.
: Fr. Hugo KUSTER (USA/W}, 79.
: Fr. Francis GRIFFIN, former Superior General (Ireland), 89.
: Fr. Louis BERCLAZ (Switzerland), 81.
: Fr. Ernest BINET (Congo}, 52.

Published by Fr . Roland Quesnel, C.S.Sp. Information Service, 195 Clivo di Cinna, 00136 ROME, Italy.
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